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Description: Relations between European Americans (via the Federal government) and Native American tribes have been tenuous—especially since the advent of the self-determination process for tribal recognition. The Federal Government’s Bureau of Indian Affairs has made the recognition process incredibly costly and time-consuming, forcing many Indian tribes to wait years to receive tribal recognition and the valuable federal funds associated with it. 

Key Points: 
Historically, the Native American people have had difficulties with the Federal government, particularly with regards to representation.
Since the 1960’s the Federal government set up a program of “Self-Determination” with the goal of officially recognizing Native tribes and granting them financial resources. 
The government agency that oversees the self-determination program, the Bureau of Indian Affairs, has been controversial regarding its application process for Indian tribes.
The application process for Native American tribes is extraordinarily lengthy and difficult, prohibiting certain tribes from applying for recognition, and with it, federal aid.

Brief: 




From the beginning, the United States government (composed mostly of white/European Americans) espoused the principle that peaceful relations should be maintained with the Native American population. Indeed, in 1787 Congress officially declared that “peace with the Indians, provided it could be obtained and preserved consistently with the justice and dignity of the nation” should be the national policy.​[2]​ Perhaps what I found most revealing about this statement is the ambiguity of the word “dignity.” If the government felt that the “dignity” of the nation was compromised through peaceful relations it could cease such peaceful relations. 
	In the decades following this statement by Congress, “the colonists conducted search and destroy raids on Indian settlements. They burned Indian villages and their corn crops (ironic, in that the English were often starving).”​[3]​ The animosity between whites and Native Americans would continue to grow for several decades as the goal of the white American government became increasingly clear. Thomas Jefferson, in a letter to James Madison, called for the creation of an “empire for liberty.”​[4]​ This seemingly innocuous political statement marked the beginning of the systematic mistreatment of the Native American population by white Americans. In order to create a true American empire than spanned to the Pacific Ocean, the United States would need to populate the rest of the nation. This, of course, required the continued destruction of Indian lands and the expansion of slavery. Following Jefferson’s administration, the institutionalized destruction of Indian lands began in earnest. Most notable is perhaps The Removal Act of 1830—instituted by Andrew Jackson. In addition to appropriating Native American lands by military means, the white European population also “intentionally exposed” smallpox to the Native American population.​[5]​ 








Relevant Websites to Visit For More Information: 

A 54 page GAO (U.S. Government Accountability Office) report on improvements needed in the Tribal Recognition Process. 
http://www.gao.gov/assets/240/232806.pdf (​http:​/​​/​www.gao.gov​/​assets​/​240​/​232806.pdf​)

For a General Overview on the role of the Bureau of Indian Affairs: http://www.bia.gov/WhoWeAre/AS-IA/OFA/ (​http:​/​​/​www.bia.gov​/​WhoWeAre​/​AS-IA​/​OFA​/​​)

For a General Overview of the history of Indian tribal recognition: 
http://faculty.smu.edu/twalker/samrcook.htm (​http:​/​​/​faculty.smu.edu​/​twalker​/​samrcook.htm​)

A helpful Washington Post article describing potential future changes to the federal tribal recognition process:
http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/bureau-of-indian-affairs-proposes-revising-rules-for-recognizing-native-american-tribes/2014/05/25/ac43af16-e43a-11e3-8f90-73e071f3d637_story.html (​http:​/​​/​www.washingtonpost.com​/​politics​/​bureau-of-indian-affairs-proposes-revising-rules-for-recognizing-native-american-tribes​/​2014​/​05​/​25​/​ac43af16-e43a-11e3-8f90-73e071f3d637_story.html​)
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